The aim of this study was to compare three types of hernioplasty using a mesh: Lichtenstein, Mesh-plug and Prolene Hernia System. Methods: From February 2002 to April 2007, we retrospectively studied the clinical outcome of 138 cases of adult inguinal hernia patients who had operations performed with the use of mesh. Three types of mesh operations were composed of Lichtenstein repair group (LR group; N=18), Mesh plug repair group (MR group; N=38) and Prolene hernia system group (PHS group; N=82). The Clinical features and outcomes of the three groups were compared by age, sex, operation time, lengths of hospital stay, numbers of post-operative intravenous analgesics, complications, and recurrence. Results: Mean age of three groups was 50.2±20.7, 51.0±18.4 and 61.5±15.9 years for LR. MR, PHS groups, respectively. The PHS group was significantly older than other two groups (P=0.002). The sex, operation time and lengths of hospital stay were not significantly different among the three groups. Numbers of intravenous analgesics used after the operations were 1.7±1.2, 2.7±2.2, 3.3±2.0 in the LR, MR, PHS groups, respectively. A lesser amount of IV analgesics was injected into the LR group than the PHS group. Although some complications occurred such as wound infection, hematoma, dehiscence, testicular edema in the three groups, there were no significant differences among the three groups. There were no recurrences in all three groups. Conclusion: We could not find any better outcome among the LR, MR and PHS groups. (J Korean Surg Soc 2009;76:109-114) 서 론 탈장은 외과의가 접할 수 있는 가장 흔한 질환 중 하나이 며 탈장 교정을 위한 다양한 방법들이 개발되어 왔다. 19세 기 중엽 Lister, Marcy 등에 의해 시작된 서혜부 탈장 교정술 이 1884년 Bassini에 의해 Bassini법으로 고안된 후 이 방법 의 변형으로 많은 수술법들이 고안되어 왔으며 현재까지도
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